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"A round table discussion on the differences in groundwater governance 

globally and how we can learn from each other's experiences" 
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Groundwater represents an important fresh water resource for a large proportion 
of the worlds population an the ecological reserve. In a changing climate, both 
environmentally and economically, it is becoming increasingly important to 
manage groundwater resources appropriately. Not only are groundwater 
resources vulnerable to contamination as a result of human activities but also over 
abstraction. Yet, groundwater resources still represent an important safety net for 
regions that experience unpredictable water scarcity as a result of population 
growth and/or climate change. In this side session we invite all early careers (and 
any other interested delegates) to join us as we discuss how different countries 
have developed their groundwater management plans and what should be learnt 
from their experiences. We have invited 3 academic and professional panel 
members to share their experiences and drive the discussion on global 
groundwater governance. 
 
Session Chair: Jared van Rooyen 
 

Jared van Rooyen is a PhD researcher at 

Stellenbosch University in South Africa. His research 

is focused on the use of radioactive isotopes in 

conjunction with other groundwater tracers to 

better understand recharge mechanisms in South 

Africa. Jared funded his postgraduate research 

through a crowdfunding campaign and continues to 

work in integrated citizen science programs in South 

Africa. He is the standing Chair of the Early Careers 

Hydrogeologist’s Network (ECHN) of the IAH. He is 

deeply passionate about investigating sustainable 

groundwater resources and the empowerment of 

Early Career researchers, especially in developing 

countries. He is a regular contributor to the “Water 

Underground” AGU/EGU blog, where he discusses, among other water related 

topics, the benefits of social media engagement and creative funding mechanisms. 

 

 
 



Panel members 
 

Makoto Taniguchi 

Prof. Dr. Makoto Taniguchi is a 

hydrogeologist and a deputy director-

general at the Research Institute for 

Humanity and Nature (RIHN), Japan. He 

received PhD in the field of groundwater 

hydrology from The Tsukuba University, 

Japan in 1987. He is currently the Vice 

president of International Association of 

Hydrogeologists, the president of the 

Japanese Association of Groundwater 

Hydrology.  He served a coordinator of 

UNESCO GRAPHIC Project, the Associate 

Editors of Ground Water and Hydrological 

Processes, a Vice President of the 

International Committee of Groundwater of IAHS under IUGG, and a Steering 

Committee Member of Future Earth Nexus Knowledge Action Network. He has 

worked on groundwater projects around world in particular Asia, authoring or co-

authoring over 120 articles and 8 books including “Subsurface Hydrological 

Responses to land cover/use changes (Kluwer, 1997)”, “Land and Marine 

Hydrogeology (Elsevier, 2003)”, “Groundwater system responses to changing 

climate (Taylor and Francis, 2009), “Groundwater and subsurface environment 

(Springer, 2011)”, and “Groundwater as a key for adaptation to the changing 

climate and society (Springer, 2014)”. 

Neno Kukuric 

Dr. Neno Kukuric is a hydrogeologist with 

about 30 years of experience gained in 

more than 20 countries worldwide. His 

professional interest is international water 

cooperation and application of informed 

management, encompassing technical, 

socio-economical, institutional and 

political aspects of water-related issues. 

Neno Kukuric is particularly involved in a 

global groundwater monitoring and 

assessment of transboundary aquifers. 

Since 2011, he’s served as a director of 

IGRAC, the International Groundwater 

Resources Assessment Centre of UNESCO. 

 



Fanus Fourie 

Fanus Fourie is a Scientific Manager at the 

Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) in 

Pretoria, South Africa. He is responsible for national 

groundwater planning initiatives that include: 

resource planning, assessments and development 

and MAR projects. His background is in 

hydrogeology and geology; from B.Sc degree in 

Geology (1994) and B.Sc (Hons) in Geohydrology 

(1996) at the University of the Free State, South 

Africa. He is almost finished with his M.Sc in 

Geohydrology on Groundwater Management Plans. 

He started with the Department of Water Affairs 

and Forestry in 1997 and worked in Upington and 

Kimberley as a hydrogeologist with municipalities. 

For the last 13 years, he is working Pretoria in the Chief Directorate: Integrated 

Water Resource Planning. Some of the projects were: development of the 

Groundwater Strategy in 2010, development of the Artificial Recharge Strategy, 

groundwater management tools, the Guideline for Assessment, Planning and 

Management and development of the National Groundwater Strategy for South 

Africa in 2017. 

 
 
 


